
Non-Fiction The journeys of

people who navigate social barriers

Books with Powerful 
Messages of Social Change

Fiction A deepening understanding

of the human experience and society

Social Analysis Issues,

activism, and visions for social change
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This biography explores Alice 

Walker’s life experiences and her 

lifework in context of her 

philosophical thought, and 

celebrates the author’s creative 

genius and heroism. It represents 

the only biography that offers a 

philosophical examination of this 

deeply philosophical artist-

activist.
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Throughout her career as a Texas senator, 

U.S. congresswoman, and distinguished 

professor at the Lyndon B. Johnson School 

of Public Affairs, Barbara Jordan lived by a 

simple creed: "Ethical behavior means 

being honest, telling the truth, and doing 

what you said you were going to do." Her 

strong stand for ethics in government, 

civil liberties, and democratic values still 

provides a standard around which the 

nation can unite in the twenty-first 

century. This volume brings together 

several major political speeches that 

articulate Barbara Jordan's most deeply 

held values.
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Susan Burton's world changed in an 

instant when her five-year-old son was 

killed by a van driving down their street. 

Consumed by grief and without access to 

professional help, Susan self-medicated, 

becoming addicted first to cocaine then 

to crack. As a resident of South Los 

Angeles, a black community under siege 

in the War on Drugs, it was but a matter 

of time before Susan was arrested. She 

cycled in and out of prison for over 15 

years; never was she offered therapy or 

treatment for addiction. On her own, she 

eventually found a private drug 

rehabilitation facility. Once clean, Susan 

dedicated her life to supporting women 

facing similar struggles. 
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Tinsley’s “Femme-onade” mixtape 

explores myriad facets of black 

women’s sexuality and gender. Her 

chapters on nontraditional bonds 

culminate in a discussion of 

contemporary LGBT politics through 

the lens of the internet-breaking video 

“Formation.” From pleasure politics 

and the struggle for black women’s 

reproductive justice to the subtext of 

blues and country music traditions, 

the landscape in this tour is populated 

by activists and artists (including 

Loretta Lynn) and infused with vibrant 

interpretations of Queen Bey’s 

provocative, peerless imagery and 

lyrics.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS



World-renowned activist and poet 

Sonya Renee Taylor invites us to 

reconnect with the radical origins of 

our minds and bodies and celebrate 

our collective, enduring strength. As 

we awaken to our own indoctrinated 

body shame, we feel inspired to 

awaken others and to interrupt the 

systems that perpetuate body shame 

and oppression against all bodies. 

When we act from this truth on a 

global scale, we usher in the 

transformative opportunity of radical 

self-love, which is the opportunity 

for a more just, equitable, and 

compassionate world--for us all.
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Care Work is a mapping of access as 

radical love, a celebration of the 

work that sick and disabled 

queer/people of color are doing to 

find each other and to build power 

and community, and a tool kit for 

everyone who wants to build 

radically resilient, sustainable 

communities of liberation where no 

one is left behind. Powerful and 

passionate, Care Work is a crucial 

and necessary call to arms.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS



Disability is not just the story of 

someone we love or the story of whom 

we may become; rather it is 

undoubtedly the story of our nation. 

Covering the entirety of US history from 

pre-1492 to the present, A Disability 

History of the United States is the first 

book to place the experiences of 

people with disabilities at the center of 

the American narrative. In many ways, 

it’s a familiar telling. In other ways, 

however, it is a radical repositioning of 

US history. By doing so, the book casts 

new light on familiar stories, such as 

slavery and immigration.
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Inspired by Octavia Butler's 

explorations of our human 

relationship to change, Emergent 

Strategy is radical self-help, society-

help, and planet-help designed to 

shape the futures we want to live. 

Change is constant. The world is in a 

continual state of flux. It is a stream 

of ever-mutating, emergent patterns. 

Rather than steel ourselves against 

such change, this book invites us to 

feel, map, assess, and learn from the 

swirling patterns around us in order 

to better understand and influence 

them as they happen. 
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In Erotic Islands, Lyndon K. Gill 

maps a long queer presence at a 

crossroads of the Caribbean. This 

transdisciplinary book foregrounds 

the queer histories of Carnival, 

calypso, and HIV/AIDS in the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

This analysis juxtaposes revered 

musician Calypso Rose, renowned 

mas man Peter Minshall, and 

resilient HIV/AIDS organization 

Friends For Life.
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Eli Clare's revelatory writing about his 

experiences as a white disabled 

genderqueer activist/writer established 

him as one of the leading writers on 

the intersections of queerness and 

disability and permanently changed 

the landscape of disability politics and 

queer liberation. His essays weave 

together memoir, history, and political 

thinking to explore meanings and 

experiences of home: home as place, 

community, bodies, identity, and 

activism. At the root of Clare's 

exploration… is a call for social justice 

movements that are truly accessible to 

everyone. 
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Extraordinary Bodies is a cornerstone 

text of disability studies. Framing 

disability as a minority discourse rather 

than a medical one, the book added 

depth to oppressive narratives and 

revealed novel, liberatory ones. 

Rosemarie Garland-Thomson 

encouraged new ways of looking at texts 

and their depiction of the body and 

stretched the limits of what counted as a 

text, considering freak shows and other 

pop culture artifacts as reflections of 

community rites and fears. Extraordinary 

Bodies laid the groundwork for an 

appreciation of disability culture and an 

inclusive new approach to the study of 

social marginalization.
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Christopher Emdin begins by taking to task 

the perception of urban youth of color as 

unteachable, and he challenges educators 

to embrace and respect each student’s 

culture and to reimagine the classroom as 

a site where roles are reversed and 

students become the experts in their own 

learning. With this fresh and engaging new 

pedagogical vision, he demonstrates the 

importance of creating a family structure 

and building communities within the 

classroom, using culturally relevant 

strategies like hip-hop music and call-and-

response, and connecting the experiences 

of urban youth to indigenous populations 

globally.
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The received idea of Native American 

has been that American Indian history 

essentially ended with the 1890 

massacre at Wounded Knee. Not only did 

one hundred fifty Sioux die at the hands 

of the U. S. Cavalry, the sense was, but 

Native civilization did as well. David 

Treuer has uncovered a different 

narrative. Because they did not disappear 

—and not despite but rather because of 

their intense struggles to preserve their 

language, their traditions, their families, 

and their very existence—the story of 

American Indians since the end of the 

nineteenth century to the present is one 

of unprecedented resourcefulness and 

reinvention.
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Born Eunice Kathleen Waymon in small-

town North Carolina, Nina Simone 

changed the face of both music and race 

relations in America. She struck a chord 

with bluesy jazz ballads like "Put a Little 

Sugar in My Bowl" and powerful protest 

songs such as "Mississippi Goddam" and 

"To Be Young, Gifted, and Black," the 

anthem of the American Civil Rights 

movement. Here are the many lives and 

loves of Nina Simone, recounted in her 

unshakable voice.
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Dreisinger looks into the human stories 

of incarcerated men and women and 

those who imprison them, creating a 

jarring, poignant view of a world to 

which most are denied access, and 

a rethinking of one of America’s most far-

reaching global exports: the modern 

prison complex. From serving as a 

restorative justice facilitator in a 

notorious South African prison and 

working with genocide survivors in 

Rwanda, to launching a creative writing 

class in an overcrowded Ugandan prison 

and coordinating a drama workshop for 

women prisoners in Thailand, Dreisinger 

examines the world behind bars with 

equal parts empathy and intellect.
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Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer 

when he founded the Equal Justice 

Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 

defending those most desperate and in 

need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, 

and women and children trapped in the 

farthest reaches of our criminal justice 

system. One of his first cases was that of 

Walter McMillian, a young man who was 

sentenced to die for a notorious murder 

he insisted he didn’t commit. The case 

drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, 

political machination, and legal 

brinksmanship—and transformed his 

understanding of mercy and justice 

forever.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS



SOCIAL ANALYSIS

Photobiography of early twentieth-

century photographer and 

schoolteacher Lewis Hine, using his 

own work as illustrations. Hines's 

photographs of children at work 

were so devastating that they 

convinced the American people that 

Congress must pass child labor law.



Mary Brave Bird grew up fatherless in a 

one-room cabin, without running water or 

electricity, on the Rosebud Indian 

Reservation in South Dakota. Rebelling 

against the aimless drinking, punishing 

missionary school, narrow strictures for 

women, and violence and hopeless of 

reservation life, she joined the new 

movement of tribal pride sweeping Native 

American communities in the sixties and 

seventies. Lakota Woman, is a unique 

document, unparalleled in American Indian 

literature, a story of death, of deter-

mination against all odds, of the cruelties 

perpetuated against American Indians, and 

of the Native American struggle for rights.
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In his gripping and provocative debut, 

anthropologist Jason De León sheds light 

on one of the most pressing political 

issues of our time—the human 

consequences of US immigration policy. 

The Land of Open Graves reveals the 

suffering and deaths that occur daily in 

the Sonoran Desert of Arizona as 

thousands of undocumented migrants 

attempt to cross the border from Mexico 

into the United States. For two decades, 

the federal patrol enforcement policy of 

“prevention through deterrence” has 

failed to deter border crossers while 

successfully turning the rugged terrain of 

southern Arizona into a killing field.
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2018 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Nadia 

Murad, tells the story of how Islamic 

State militants massacred the people of 

her village including her brothers and 

mother. Nadia was taken to Mosul and 

forced, along with thousands of other 

Yazidi girls, into the ISIS slave trade. 

Today, Nadia's story—as a witness to the 

Islamic State's brutality, a survivor of 

rape, a refugee, a Yazidi—has forced the 

world to pay attention to an ongoing 

genocide. It is a call to action, a 

testament to the human will to survive, 

and a love letter to a lost country, a 

fragile community, and a family torn 

apart by war.
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Are leaders born or made? Does the 

leader make the times or do the times 

make the leader? In Leadership, 

Goodwin draws upon the four 

presidents she has studied most 

closely—Abraham Lincoln, Theodore 

Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and 

Lyndon B. Johnson (in civil rights)—to 

show how they recognized leadership 

qualities within themselves and were 

recognized as leaders by others. At their 

best, all four were guided by a sense of 

moral purpose. In today’s polarized 

world, these stories of authentic 

leadership in times of apprehension and 

fracture take on a singular urgency.
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Medical Apartheid is the first and 

only comprehensive history of 

medical experimentation on African 

Americans. Starting with the earliest 

encounters between black 

Americans and Western medical 

researchers and the racist 

pseudoscience that resulted, it 

details the ways both slaves and 

freedmen were used in hospitals for 

experiments conducted without 

their knowledge—a tradition that 

continues today within some black 

populations. 
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In medical school, Paul Farmer found his 

life’s calling: to cure infectious diseases 

and to bring the lifesaving tools of 

modern medicine to those who need 

them most. Tracy Kidder’s magnificent 

account shows how one person can 

make a difference in solving global 

health problems through a clear-eyed 

understanding of the interaction 

of politics, wealth, social systems, and 

disease. Profound and powerful, 

Mountains Beyond Mountains takes us 

from Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, and 

Russia as Farmer changes people’s minds 

through his dedication to the philosophy 

that “the only real nation is humanity.”
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Wait—what's wrong with rights? It is 

usually assumed that trans and gender 

nonconforming people should follow the 

civil rights and "equality" strategies of 

lesbian and gay rights organizations by 

agitating for legal reforms that would 

ostensibly guarantee nondiscrimination 

and equal protection under the law. But 

is this strategy effective? In Normal 

Life Dean Spade presents revelatory 

critiques of the legal equality framework 

for social change, and points to examples 

of transformative grassroots trans 

activism that is raising demands that go 

beyond traditional civil rights reforms.
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Notorious RBG, inspired by the Tumblr 

that amused the Justice herself and 

brought to you by its founder and an 

award-winning feminist journalist, is 

more than just a love letter. An original 

hybrid of reported narrative, annotated 

dissents, rare archival photos and 

documents, and illustrations, the book 

tells a never-before-told story of an 

unusual and transformative woman 

who transcends generational divides. 

As the country struggles with the 

unfinished business of gender equality 

and civil rights, Ginsburg stands as a 

testament to how far we can come 

with a little chutzpah.
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In August 2014, twenty-nine-year-old 

activist DeRay Mckesson stood with 

hundreds of others on the streets of 

Ferguson, Missouri, to push a message 

of justice and accountability. These 

protests, and others like them in cities 

across the country, resulted in the birth 

of the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Now, in his first book, Mckesson lays 

down the intellectual, pragmatic, and 

political framework for a new liberation 

movement. He dissects how deliberate 

oppression persists, how racial injustice 

strips our lives of promise, and how 

technology has added a new dimension 

to mass action and social change.
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This book argues that the international 

refugee regime and its ‘temporary’ 

humanitarian interventions have failed. 

Most refugees across the global live in 

‘protracted’ conditions that extend from 

years to decades, without legal status that 

allows them to work and establish a 

home. It is contended that they become 

largely invisible to people based in the 

global North, and cease to remain fully 

human subjects with access to their 

political lives. The authors present 

research and empirical findings gleaned 

from refugees in Iran, Kenya and Canada 

and from humanitarian and government 

workers. 
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For more than 3000 years, hundreds of 

millions of people have died or been 

left permanently scarred or blind by the 

relentless, incurable disease called 

smallpox. In 1967, Dr. D.A. Henderson 

became director of a worldwide 

campaign to eliminate this disease from 

the face of the earth. This spellbinding 

book is Dr. Henderson’s personal story 

of how he led the World Health 

Organization’s campaign to eradicate 

smallpox—the only disease in history to 

have been deliberately eliminated. 

Some have called this feat "the greatest 

scientific and humanitarian 

achievement of the past century."
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In Soil Not Oil, Vandana Shiva explains 

that a world beyond dependence on 

fossil fuels and globalization is both 

possible and necessary. Condemning 

industrial agriculture as a recipe for 

ecological and economic disaster, Shiva 

champions the small, independent 

farm: their greater productivity, their 

greater potential for social justice as 

they put more resources into the hands 

of the poor, and the biodiversity that is 

inherent to the traditional farming “The 

solution to climate change,” she 

observes, “and the solution to poverty 

are the same.”
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Claude Brown called Black English 

"Spoken Soul." Toni Morrison said, 

"It's a love, a passion. Its function is 

like a preacher’s: to make you stand 

out of your seat, make you lose 

yourself and hear yourself. The worst 

of all possible things that could 

happen would be to lose that 

language.“ Now renowned linguist 

John R. Rickford and journalist Russell 

J. Rickford provide the definitive guide 

to African American vernacular 

English–from its origins and features 

to its powerful fascination for society 

at large.
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The first Muslim woman to receive 

the Nobel Peace Prize, Shirin Ebadi 

has inspired millions around the 

globe through her work as a human 

rights lawyer defending women and 

children against a brutal regime in 

Iran. Now Ebadi tells her story of 

courage and defiance in the face of a 

government out to destroy her, her 

family, and her mission: to bring 

justice to the people and the country 

she loves.
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We Are the Ones We Have Been 

Waiting For takes on some of the 

greatest challenges of our times 

and in it Walker encourages 

readers to take faith in the fact 

that, despite the daunting 

predicaments we find ourselves 

in, we are uniquely prepared to 

create positive change.
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We live in the age of the algorithm. 

Increasingly, the decisions that affect 

our lives—where we go to school, 

whether we get a car loan, how much 

we pay for health insurance—are being 

made not by humans, but by 

mathematical models. Tracing the arc 

of a person’s life, O’Neil exposes the 

black box models that shape our 

future, both as individuals and as a 

society. Most troubling, they reinforce 

discrimination. These “weapons of 

math destruction” score teachers and 

students, sort résumés, grant (or deny) 

loans, evaluate workers, target voters, 

set parole, and monitor our health.
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Raised by a single mother in an 

impoverished neighborhood in Los 

Angeles, Patrisse Khan-Cullors 

experienced firsthand the prejudice 

and persecution Black Americans 

endure at the hands of law 

enforcement. In 2013, when Trayvon 

Martin’s killer went free, Patrisse’s 

outrage led her to co-found Black Lives 

Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal 

Tometi. Championing human rights in 

the face of violent racism, Patrisse is a 

survivor. She transformed her personal 

pain into political power, giving voice 

to a people suffering.

SOCIAL ANALYSIS



Coming to the end 

of the text

“The close reader will come to the end of a text 

having undergone something, having 

experienced an event, having been altered by his 

or her reading. The close reader deploys full 

powers of… moral confrontation, fulfilling 

desires for identity, self-examination, facing up 

to challenge, and attaining new clarity about the 

world and self and others.”

— Rita Charon, Narrative Medicine
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